
Summer Reading Texts 2017 

 
Students entering Seventh Grade this fall will read two texts and create two projects for their 
summer reading work. All students are required to read I Am Malala, and students are to 
chose their second text from the list below. Students will then create a timeline project, as 
well as an interview video. Seventh graders are allowed to select which book goes with which 
project, but both projects must be completed. The timeline project should be brought to ELA 

class within the first two days of school, and the interview video must be turned in on the Google 
Classroom. While the list of texts, p 

rojects, and rubrics follow below, there are sample resources, submission spots, and additional 
information listed in the Summer Reading Google Classroom. Students and Parents are 

encouraged to review all of the available materials while working on their summer reading.  

Code for the IHM Summer Reading Google Classroom:  rcbgigz 

  

  
For Students Entering Seventh Grade: Required Text: 
I Am Malala, Malala Yousafzai --  Non-fiction 
  

A remarkable and true tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, 
of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write and 
attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that 
prizes sons. 

  
ALSO, choose one of the following books: 
  
The Giver, Lois Lowry 
  

In a world with no poverty, no crime, no sickness and no unemployment, and where every 
family is happy, 12-year-old Jonas is chosen to be the community's Receiver of Memories. 
Under the tutelage of the Elders and an old man known as the Giver, he discovers the 
disturbing truth about his utopian world and struggles against the weight of its hypocrisy. 

  
Tuck Everlasting, Natalie Babbitt 
  

Doomed to - or blessed with - eternal life after drinking from a magic spring, the Tuck family 
wanders about trying to live as inconspicuously and comfortably as they can. When ten-year-old 
Winnie Foster stumbles on their secret, the Tucks take her home and explain why living forever at 
one age is less a blessing than it might seem. 

  

  

  
The Outsiders, S.E. Hinton 
  

The Outsiders transformed young-adult fiction from a genre mostly about prom queens, 
football players and high school crushes to one that portrayed a darker, truer world. This book 



shows what it's like to live lonely and unwanted and cornered by circumstance.There is 
rawness and violence here, but honest hope, too. 

  
Wonder, R.J. Palacio 
  

August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him from going 
to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be 
treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. 
Varying narrational perspectives converge in a portrait of one community’s struggle with empathy, 
compassion, and acceptance.  

  
The Hunger Games, Suzanne Collins 
  

In a not-too-distant future, the United States of America has collapsed, weakened by drought, fire, 
famine, and war, to be replaced by Panem, a country divided into the Capitol and 12 districts. Each 
year, two young representatives from each district are selected by lottery to participate in The Hunger 
Games. Part entertainment, part brutal intimidation of the subjugated districts, the televised games are 
broadcasted throughout Panem as the 24 participants are forced to eliminate their competitors, literally, 
with all citizens required to watch. 

  
The Hound of the Baskervilles, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
  

At Baskerville Hall on the grim moors of Devonshire, a legendary curse has apparently claimed 
one more victim. Sir Charles Baskerville has been found dead. There are no signs of violence, but 
his face is hideously distorted with terror. Years earlier, a hound-like beast with blazing eyes and 
dripping jaws was reported to have torn out the throat of Hugo Baskerville. Has the spectral 
destroyer struck again? More important, is Sir Henry Baskerville, younger heir to the estate, now in 
danger? 

  
Woods Runner, Gary Paulsen 
  

Samuel, 13, spends his days in the forest, hunting for food for his family. He has grown up on the 
frontier of a British colony, America. Far from any town, or news of the war against the King that 
American patriots have begun near Boston. But the war comes to them. 

  

  
Chains, Laurie Halse Anderson 
  

As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own fight...for freedom. 
Promised freedom upon the death of their owner, she and her sister, Ruth, in a cruel twist of fate 
become the property of a malicious New York City couple, the Locktons, who have no sympathy 
for the American Revolution and even less for Ruth and Isabel. When Isabel meets Curzon, a 
slave with ties to the Patriots, he encourages her to spy on her owners, who know details of British 
plans for invasion.  

  



The Witch of Blackbird Pond, Elizabeth George Speare 
  

Sixteen-year-old Kit Tyler is marked by suspicion and disapproval from the moment she arrives on 
the unfamiliar shores of colonial Connecticut in 1687. Alone and desperate, she has been forced 
to leave her beloved home on the island of Barbados and join a family she has never met. Torn 
between her quest for belonging and her desire to be true to herself, Kit struggles to survive in a 
hostile place. 

  
The Graveyard Book, Neil Gaiman 
  

Bod is an unusual boy who inhabits an unusual place—he's the only living resident of a graveyard. 
Raised from infancy by the ghosts, werewolves, and other cemetery denizens, Bod has learned 
the antiquated customs of his guardians' time as well as their ghostly teachings—such as the 
ability to Fade so mere mortals cannot see him. Can a boy raised by ghosts face the wonders and 
terrors of the worlds of both the living and the dead? 

  
American Born Chinese, Gene Yang 
  

As alienated kids go, Jin Wang is fairly run-of-the-mill: he eats lunch by himself in a corner of 
the schoolyard, gets picked on by bullies and jocks and develops a sweat-inducing crush on a 
pretty classmate. And, oh, yes, his parents are from Taiwan. This  affecting story about 
growing up different is more than just the story of a Chinese-American childhood; it's a fable 
for every kid born into a body and a life they wished they could escape. 

  
Ender’s Game, Orson Scott Card 
  

Intense is the word for Ender's Game. Aliens have attacked Earth twice and almost destroyed 
the human species. To make sure humans win the next encounter, the world government has 
taken to breeding military geniuses -- and then training them in the arts of war... The early 
training, not surprisingly, takes the form of 'games'... Ender Wiggin is a genius among 
geniuses; he wins all the games... He is smart enough to know that time is running out. 

  
The Hobbit, J.R.R. Tolkien 
  

Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, rarely traveling any farther 
than his pantry or cellar. But his contentment is disturbed when the wizard Gandalf and a company 
of dwarves arrive on his doorstep one day to whisk him away on an adventure.  A glorious account 
of a magnificent adventure, filled with suspense and seasoned with a quiet humor that is 
irresistible 

  
The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe- C.S. Lewis 
  

Four adventurous siblings—Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy Pevensie—step through a wardrobe 
door and into the land of Narnia, a land frozen in eternal winter and enslaved by the power of the 



White Witch. But when almost all hope is lost, the return of the Great Lion, Aslan, signals a great 
change . . . and a great sacrifice. 

  
The Invention of Hugo Cabret, Brian Selznick 
  

Orphan, clock keeper, and thief, Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station, where his 
survival depends on secrets and anonymity. But when his world suddenly interlocks with an 
eccentric, bookish girl and a bitter old man who runs a toy booth in the station, Hugo's undercover 
life, and his most precious secret, are put in jeopardy. A cryptic drawing, a treasured notebook, a 
stolen key, a mechanical man, and a hidden message from Hugo's dead father form the backbone 
of this intricate, tender, and spellbinding mystery. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Summer Reading    Name __________________________________ 

  

Annotated Timeline 

  

Title _________________________________________________________________ 

  

Author _______________________________________________________________ 

  

Create a timeline of events for the book. Select ten or more important events from the book and 
plot them on a timeline. Add illustrations and text to support telling the story sequentially. 
Include plot diagram terms on the timeline; also include a brief summary of the setting, conflict, 
and main characters. You may represent the denouement in general terms in order to avoid 
spoilers. You may use either a half or full sized sheet of poster board. Use the checklist below to 
be sure you include the required elements. 
  

  

  

Title and Author of book 

  

  

Brief summary of setting, conflict, and main characters 

  

  

Ten or more important events from the book, placed in sequential order on a timeline. 
  

  

Illustrations and/or text to augment the timeline events.  
  

  

Plot diagram elements with events 

  

  



Half-sized or full-sized sheet of poster board   

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

Rubric 

  

  Excellent-- 10 Good-- 9 Fair-- 8 

Content  Contains all required 
elements and includes 
insightful information; 
demonstrates superior 
understanding of the book 

Contains all 
required elements 

One or more required 
elements is missing; 
demonstrates confusion 
about the book 

Choice of 
events 

Choice of events is 
insightful and appropriate; 
plot diagram information is 
correct 

Choice of events is 
appropriate; plot 
diagram 
information is 
included 

Some depicted events are 
of minor significance to 
the plot; some plot 
diagram information is 
missing or incorrect 

Mechanics No errors in mechanics; 
word choice is exciting 

No errors in 
mechanics; word 
choice is on grade 
level 

Includes mechanics errors; 
word choice is elementary 

Appearance Insightful detail displayed 
in a pleasing manner; very 
little white space; very neat 

Much detail; little 
white space; neat 

Some detail; lots of white 
space; or sloppy 

Total points 
earned out of 
40 

  

  

      

  

  

  

  
Talk Show Assignment Description: Create a three-five minute video talk show. The talk show is a 
short (under 5 minute) video talk that requires you to interview one of your summer reading novel’s main 
characters. The host’s identity (real, made-up, or another book character) is up to you. However, he/she 
should ask questions that specifically require guests to: 

 1) Share how they feel about their experiences and what they learned from them 

 2) Demonstrate how the character  would act/answer/react differently to a situation or question  

 3) Show how the character and the host would be similar or 



 different in ideas, answers, opinions, or actions 

 4) Use what they know about the characters from the text to answer questions about things that 
were not in the book  

 5) Use DETAILS FROM THE TEXT to answer authentically; be sure to include the title and author 
of the book. 

NOTE: This assignment may be completed on your own or with another student who has read the same 
book. All participants names should be included on the project. 
  

Talk Show Rubric 

 Expert 
10 pts 

Proficient 
6 pts 

Competent 
4 pts 

Needs Work 
2 pts 

  

Knowledge 
of Material  

Expert 
  
Display thorough 
knowledge of 
material presented. 
Answers thoroughly 
reflect 
characterization of 
characters in the 
story. Script has 
been turned in.  

Proficient 
  
Display thorough 
knowledge of material. 
Answers greatly reflect 
characterization of 
characters in the 
story. Script was 
incomplete, but turned 
in.  

Competent 
  
Display some 
knowledge of 
material presented. 
Answers mostly 
reflect 
characterization of 
characters in the 
story. 
Script was not turned 
in.  

Needs Work 
  
Makes serious errors 
in material presented. 
Answers do not reflect 
characterization of 
characters in the 
story. Script was not 
turned in.  

  

Presentation  Expert 
  
Speak clearly and 

loudly and make 
good eye contact.  

Proficient 
  
Speak clearly, but 

there are minor 
problems with volume 
or eye contact.  

Competent 
  
Speak clearly, but 

there are several 
problems with 
volume and eye 
contact.  

Needs Work 
  
Does not speak 

clearly, and there are 
problems with volume 
and eye contact.  

  

Creativity  Expert 
  
Presentation shows 
significant effort. 
Students go beyond 
basic questions and 
answers. Good use 
of props/costumes.  

Proficient 
  
Presentation shows 
effort. Students 
occasionally go 
beyond basic 
questions/answers. 
Some use of 
props/costumes.  

Competent 
  
Presentation is 
acceptable. 
Discussion is 
adequate, but does 
not go beyond basic 
questions/answers.  

Needs Work 
  
Discussion is 
somewhat lacking in 
basic 
questions/answers. 
No use of 
props/costumes.  

  

            

  
 


