
SUMMER READING LISTS AND IDEAS 
GRADE 1 

 

Since 1st graders read at a variety of levels it is difficult to specify exactly what your child should 
be reading. A simple way to discover if the book is too difficult- turn to the second page and  if 
there are approximately 4 to 5 words your child doesn’t know the book may be too difficult.Try 
the 5 finger rule to a page further in the book to be sure. 
 

 Besides your child reading PARENTS should also be reading regularly to their children. 
A book your child is interested in that may be difficult for them might be perfect for a read 
aloud. Discuss the book, make predictions, check predictions etc as you go. Talk about 
the characters and setting etc. Finding a great read aloud that is part of a series is 
wonderful because often your child will clamor for the next book in the series. Eventually 
they may want to read on their own from that series. We can’t stress enough the 
importance of reading to your child on a regular basis. 

 Please consider signing up for the summer reading program at a New Castle County 
Library. Your child earns prizes and usually a free book. 

 For age appropriate decodable readers please go to Connected.com and use your sign 
in from this year. You can search a large database of books that have all the phonics 
sounds we have learned this year. (This site also has the Math program and FactDash 
for fact practice.) 

  

 
1. Here are some websites with good information for book suggestions for children 

ages 6-8. 

 
Scholastic.com.     Search reading lists- done by age and by genre( fiction, non-fiction etc) 
 
http://www.smartfirstgraders.com/early-chapter-books.html 
 
http://www.greatschools.org/gk/book-lists/favorite-books-for-first-graders/ 
http://www.thereadingnook.com/first_grade/ 
 
Boys: 
http://www.readbrightly.com/10-early-chapter-books-for-boys/ 
 
From the International Literacy Association (Formerly the International Reading Association) 
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/docs/default-source/reading-lists/childrens-choices/childrens-
choices-reading-list-2017.pdf 
 
    2.  Books to read to your child:  
http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/22372.Chapter_Books_I_read_to_First_Graders 
 

 
3.Titles that 1st graders enjoy and find success with: 

http://www.smartfirstgraders.com/early-chapter-books.html
http://www.greatschools.org/gk/book-lists/favorite-books-for-first-graders/
http://www.thereadingnook.com/first_grade/
http://www.readbrightly.com/10-early-chapter-books-for-boys/
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/docs/default-source/reading-lists/childrens-choices/childrens-choices-reading-list-2017.pdf
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/docs/default-source/reading-lists/childrens-choices/childrens-choices-reading-list-2017.pdf
http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/22372.Chapter_Books_I_read_to_First_Graders


 
Frog and Toad books 
Amelia Bedelia Books 
Ivy and Bean 
Mr. Putter and Tabby Books 
Fly Guy 
Cam Jansen 
Roscoe Riley Rules Series 
Henry and Mudge 
Flat Stanley series 
Owl Diaries 
Dreamworks Dragons 
Nate the Great books 
Heidi Heckelbeck series 
 
Consider biographies/history: 
I Was There series- these can be challenging for many but some children may find that 
biographies are their favorite things to read. 
 
Magic Treehouse Series 
Geronimo Stilton (has some words in cursive that children need help with) 
A to Z Mysteries 
Beverly Cleary Books (Mouse and Motorcycle and Ramona Quimby etc are more challenging 
but might be a good read aloud by parent.Generally these are for 7-9 year olds but are 
enjoyable and safe books.) 
 

 


