
Summer Reading Texts 2018 

 

Students entering Eighth Grade this fall will read two texts and create two projects for their 

summer reading work. Honors students are required to read Maus, The Boys in the Boat, 

and a text of their own choosing.  Students will then create a storyboard project as well as a 

multimedia talk, and honors students will have the additional project of annotating one of their 

summer reading books. Eighth graders are allowed to select which book goes with which 

project, but all projects must be completed. The storyboard project should be brought to ELA 

class within the first two days of school, and the video must be turned in on the Google 

Classroom in the same timeframe. While the list of texts, projects, and rubrics follows below, 

there are sample resources, submission spots, and additional information listed in the Summer 

Reading Google Classroom. Students and Parents are encouraged to review all of the available 

materials while working on their summer reading.  

 

Code for the IHM Summer Reading Google Classroom:  vgraymr 

 

Use the following descriptions to help you decide what to read this summer.  

 

The Boys in the Boat, Daniel James Brown ***REQUIRED FOR HON. 8 

 

This true story illustrates how all nine members of the University of Washington Crew team 

struggled to earn their way through school during the depths of the Great Depression. 

Simultaneously, this is the story about their team performance at the 1936 Olympic Games- which 

took place in Nazi Germany. They remind us of what can be done when everyone quite literally 

pulls together.  

 

  

Maus: A Survivor’s Tale, Art Spiegelman *** REQUIRED FOR ALL GRADE 8  

(Please Note: There are two graphic novels in the Maus series- we are asking that you 

read the first book.) 

This true story is told in comic form, as a young man interviews his father about his 

experiences during the Holocaust. Animal imagery and simple drawing styles clash with the 

dark and dismal experiences the narrator’s father faced 

 

 

Lord of the Flies, William Golding 

 

 This literary classic deals with a group of children stranded on a deserted island, and their   

attempts to govern themselves. It doesn’t end well. 

 

 



 

Speak, Laurie Halse Anderson 

  

Shunned by her classmates, Melinda refuses to speak to anyone about anything. This young 

adult novel, written like a diary, focuses on a girl who struggles to overcomes her trauma while 

also trying to fit in in high school. If you enjoyed 13 Reasons Why,  this book would be a great 

read for you.  

 

Outliers, The Story of Success, Gladwell   

 

This nonfiction book examines the factors that contribute to high levels of success. Outliers deals 
with exceptional people, especially those who are smart, rich, and successful, and those who 
operate at the extreme outer edge of what is statistically plausible 

  

The Fault in Our Stars, John Green 

 

A young adult novel that focuses on the power of love, the importance of living in the moment, 

and on finding someone that you truly connect with. If you’re ready for a narrator with a lot of 

sarcasm, a tough life, and an unconventional love story, this is the book for you.  

 

The Fellowship of the Ring, J.R.R Tolkien 

 

This fantasy book is the first in an epic series that truly transports the reader to another time 

and place. Frodo Baggins finds himself faced with an immense task, as his elderly cousin 

Bilbo entrusts the Ring to his care. Frodo must leave his home and make a perilous journey 

across Middle-earth to destroy the Ring and foil the Dark Lord in his evil purpose. 

 

The Battle of Jericho, Sharon Draper 

 

A true coming of age novel, Battle of Jericho observes our main character as he tries to 

determine how far he will go to fit in.  People who are interested in high school clubs, hazing 

rituals, and secrecy should read this book.  

 

The Westing Game, Ellen Raskin 

 

This murder-mystery novel involves sixteen seemingly unrelated people, all potential heirs to a 

massive fortune. The heirs compete to learn more about reclusive businessman Sam Westing and 

his challenge to figure out the secret of his death. 

 

 



Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, Douglas Adams 

 

A comedic science fiction that follows the misadventures of the last surviving man,following the 
demolition of the planet Earth. If you like British comedy and futuristic settings, this is the story for 
you.   

 

 

The Book Thief, Markus Zusak 

 

The Book Thief centers on the life of Liesel Meminger, a ten to fourteen-year-old in Germany 
during World War II. Liesel's experiences are narrated by Death, who describes both the beauty 
and destruction of life in this era. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Storyboard Assignment Description: Create a storyboard poster. The storyboard consists of 

six separate panels that include the five parts of a plot structure, and the central conflict of the 

book. These panels should be detailed, with each part of the storyboard labeled; each panel 



should contain quotes and images from the story.  The content (outside of quotes) should be in 

the student’s own words and should be accurate to the book. Storyboards should be neatly 

presented on a single side of a  posterboard. Images do not have to be hand drawn. Please 

note: if you decide to do the storyboard for the non-fiction book, you may choose one of the 

characters in the book and trace his or her story and conflict. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Storyboard Grading Rubric 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 



Clarity and 

Neatness 

Storyboard is easy to 

read and all elements 

are so clearly written, 

labeled, or drawn that 

another student could 

create the 

presentation if 

necessary. 

Storyboard is easy to 

read and most 

elements are clearly 

written, labeled, or 

drawn. Another person 

might be able to create 

the presentation after 

asking one or two 

questions. 

Storyboard is hard 

to read with rough 

drawings and labels. 

It would be hard for 

another person to 

create this 

presentation without 

asking lots of 

questions. 

Storyboard is hard to read 

and one cannot tell what 

goes where. It would be 

impossible for another 

person to create this 

presentation without asking 

lots of questions. 

Spelling & 

Grammar 

No spelling or 

grammatical mistakes 

on a storyboard with 

lots of text. 

No spelling or 

grammatical mistakes 

on a storyboard with 

little text. 

One spelling or 

grammatical error 

on the storyboard. 

Several spelling and/or 

grammatical errors on the 

storyboard. 

Content All content is in the 

student’s own words 

and is accurate. 

Almost all content is in 

the student's' own 

words and is accurate. 

At least half of the 

content is in the 

student's' own words 

and is accurate. 

Less than half of the content 

is in the student's own words 

and is not accurate. 

Quotes Student has many 

quotes from 

characters that aid to 

retell their story 

Student has some 

quotes from characters 

that aid to retell their 

story 

Student has a few 

quotes from 

characters that aid 

to retell their story 

Student has no quotes from 

characters that aid to retell 

their story 

Graphics The graphics are 

meaningful, colorful, 

and appropriate. It is 

clear that time and 

effort went into their 

creation. 

The graphics are 

somewhat meaningful, 

colorful, and 

appropriate. It is clear 

that some time and 

effort went into their 

creation. 

The graphics are 

scarce throughout 

the piece and not 

much time or effort 

was put forth. 

Little or no graphics were 

evident. It is clear that the 

effort was lacking and they 

did not complete the 

assignment. 

Plot All parts of the plot 

are included in the 

diagram. 

All parts of the plot are 

included in the diagram, 

but one or more is 

confusing. 

Parts of the plot are 

missing from the 

diagram, and/or 

some aspects of the 

diagram make the 

plot difficult. 

Almost all of the parts of the 

plot are missing from the 

diagram, and/or some 

aspects of the diagram 

make the plot very difficult to 

follow. 

Multimedia Talk  

 



Assignment Description: The multi-media text talk is a short (under 5 minute) video talk which 

requires you to find a cultural object (movie, song, piece of art, photograph, performance)  that 

is thematically and metaphorically related one of  your summer reading novels.  You will then 

demonstrate how parts of the object are clearly related to the important thematic parts of the 

novel, and  present that using technology in creative and engaging ways. A narrated Powerpoint 

presentation is not enough to meet the criteria for this assignment! Watch the videos linked in 

the google classroom to view example assignments.  

  

  Unacceptable 

0-1 

Acceptable 

2-3 

Target 

4-5 

Choice of cultural 

object  (movie, 

song, piece of art, 

photograph, 

performance) is 

thematically related 

to summer reading 

novel  

 

Student draws few 

if any connections 

between a cultural 

object  and the 

summer reading 

novel. 

Student draws some 

connections 

between cultural 

object and summer 

reading novel, but 

connections to the 

texts’ themes and 

moods may be 

shallow 

Student 

demonstrates clear 

and sophisticated  

connections 

between cultural 

object choice and 

summer reading 

novel, and its 

themes. 

Delivery and 

Technology Use 

  

 

Oral delivery of 

talk is 

disorganized and 

ineffective and 

technology is not 

effectively used 

Oral delivery of talk 

is somewhat 

organized and 

effective and 

includes a 

“workmanlike”  use 

of technology which 

serves as a vehicle 

for the message. 

Oral delivery of talk 

is organized, clear, 

and effective and 

technology is not 

just a mode of 

delivery but in 

creative ways to 

support the 

message and 

capture the 

imaginations of the 

viewer 

Connections 

  

Student does not 

mention ELA 

concepts or other 

novels in the 

presentation 

Student makes 

adequate mention of 

ELA concepts or 

other novels in the 

presentation 

Student makes a 

significant and 

creative connection 

with ELA concepts 

or other novels in 

the presentation 

  

  

 

 



 


