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Our SAFE Return

As we prepare to welcome most of our students tomorrow and all of our 
students back this week I want to make sure that our families understand 
that my number one priority is and always has been the safety of our 
students and staff. Once again, our building has been thoroughly cleaned 
and prepared for students and is currently COVID free. It will take all of us 
remaining diligent with daily health assessments and following safety 
precautions in and out of school to keep our school safe. 

Although you learned of some ‘changes’ to our schedule this year (weekly 
mass, lunch in the cafe, students transitioning to specials, etc.) I want you 
to rest assure that all of our school procedures are being done so with the 
same safety precautions in mind as last year. 

With regards to mass there is enough room for our students to remain 
masked and socially distant in the pews. In church the students will be as 
distanced or more so than in their classroom. Classes will also be seated 
together. At this time parents will not be allowed to join us for weekly 
mass unless specifically invited. As the classes come over to church 
freestanding automatic hand sanitizer stations are at each door and 
students  will sanitize on the way into and out of church.  

Although PreK-K will continue to eat in their rooms, our 1st - 8th grade 
students will actually have more space to spread out in the cafeteria then 
in the classroom. Students will all be seated more than 6 ft apart and will 
all be seated in the forward facing direction. Classroom staff will bring and 
pick up our students from the cafeteria while dedicated kitchen and 
cafeteria staff disinfect the tables and surfaces in the cafeteria before the 
next class arrives. Additionally, students will depart the cafeteria from one 
door and enter through another so there is no risk of students in close 
proximity to one another in the hallway or stairwell.

Although we will have more opportunities for parents in the building this 
year (Back to School Night, Conferences, etc.) We will continue to limit 
access to the building when our students are present. The cart will still be 
on the Boardwalk for items needing to be dropped off or picked up during 
school hours. All staff will be masked on school days and this masking will 
be enforced because it isn't any different than last year. 

Like each of you, I continue to pray for a healthy and successful year. I will 
continue to communicate directly with the DE Dept of Health and we will 
make adjustments as the community circumstances require. 

We have had one additional staffing change - Ms. Villec has accepted an 
offer to teach for the public school system. Her departure is a surprise and 
she will be missed. Thankfully have a qualified staff member capable of 
stepping in to take this position. Ms. Meaghan Dugan, originally hired to 
be our math interventionist, will now be the 5th grade homeroom teacher 
and the 5th & 6th grade math teacher for your children. We will begin 
looking for a replacement Math Interventionist tomorrow. We will fill the 
position with a substitute, until a suitable teacher an be hired. 

Upcoming Calendar
August/September

Aug 30- Welcome Back K - 8th Grade
½ Day Dismissal
PreK 3 & 4 Meet the Teacher 9:30-10:30

Aug 31 - Welcome Back PreK 3 & 4
PreK’s Dismiss at 11:50
Hot Lunch Yay Lunch Begins
Extended Care Begins

Sept 1 - PreK’s Dismiss at 11:50
Band Presentation Students Gr 4-5 9:30
Band Presentation Students Gr 6-8 10:10

Sept 2 - PreK’s Dismiss at 11:50
Band Mtg. Parents Rm. 20 7pm

Sept 3 - Opening School Mass 10am
ALL Students Dismiss ½ Day

Sept 6 - Labor Day - NO SCHOOL

Sept 7 - School Mass

Sept 8 - Back to School Night Gr 1-6

Sept 9 - Back to School Night Gr. 7-8

Sept 12 - IHM School & Parish Sunday 
Funday 12-3pm

Sept 13 - School Mass

Sept 17 - Picture Day
Online Auction Opens

Sept 20 - School Mass

Sept 24 - T.A.G Day (Charity - Share in 
the Spirit)
Golf Outing, Dinner and Auction - 
registration of Athletics page!

Sept 27 - School Mass
STAR Renaissance Testing - Oct 8

Oct 4 - School Mass

Oct 6 - Open House 6:30pm
1st Reconciliation Parent Mtg Rm 20 
7pm



Companions on the Journey
September: Appearance on the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35)
Instruct the Ignorant - (Teach others about the Good News)

Companions on the Journey – As we begin the new school year with students on 
Monday, may our theme resonate in our prayer, instruction, and spirit. The 
September Gospel passage (Luke 24:13-32) is a wonderful reflection for ourselves
 and for our students since we come to school to walk with the Lord, to learn from 
Him, and to recognize Him in the Eucharist. In each of these situations we are 
called to be open in our minds and hearts to receive what Jesus has to offer. 

As educators, we sometimes think we are the required ones to be the “givers” in all
 situations. Yet, we have all come to experience that we cannot give what we do 
not have. Therefore, we need to be the “recipients” of what the Lord has for us 
before we are able to proclaim the Good News to others in word and by example. 
As was shared with the new teachers at orientation, we first need to be disciples 
(learners) before we can become apostles (teachers). 

Perhaps this week we can spend time reading the September Gospel passage to see its beauty and message 
for each of us as Catholic school educators. 

ATTENTION IHM Parents!!

PowerSchool Updates are coming in ...slowly. Please remember that we 
need your updated forms. This is important information that must be updated for 
each child yearly.  

REMINDER - Please complete your child(ren)’s Student Update Forms ASAP

It is important that we have your updated information for the first day of school. Thank you for your 
cooperation … and for ensuring that we have the best information to to reach you and support your 
child(ren).

- Log in to your PowerSchool Portal and click on Forms (located on the left side of the page)
- Scroll down until you see the Student Update Forms
- Be sure you complete all of the forms, including the Family Survey

Form at the end. 

Thank you



Additional Carline Information (This is NOT a change 
from last week’s newsletter, just additional explanation.) 

There will be two carline dismissals. PreK3 - 4th grade (and their siblings) will dismiss to cars at 2:40 pm. The bell 
will be rung for departure from the parking lot by 2:50 pm. Our 5th - 8th grade students and any PreK-4th that did 
not make the 1st dismissal will dismiss to cars at 2:55 pm with departure from the parking lot at 3 pm. 

Each grade, at both dismissals, will have 2 designated pick up lines. All parents are asked to pull into either one of 
the two lines of your youngest child’s grade. Please pull as far forward to the car in front of you as possible and 
turn your car off. (Turning your car off is for the safety of our staff and students - thank you). We need to get as 
many cars into the line as possible.

For the first dismissal - PreK3, PreK 4 and Kindergarten parents only should enter the lot from Weldin Rd. and turn 
right towards the church and around to the car lines in order to fill in the first 6 lines. 1st grade through 4th grade 
parents should proceed straight, initially parallel to the soccer field, before turning into their appropriate lane. 

For the second dismissal - Any parents from PreK-4th (who missed the first pick up) should enter the lot and turn 
right towards the church and around to the car lines in order to fill the first line. Our 5th through 8th grade parents 
should proceed straight, initially parallel to the soccer field, before turning into their appropriate lane. 

Parents of PreK 3 and PreK 4 students are asked to walk up to the front of the carline and pick up their children. 
PreK 3 will gather against the wall of the Elementary wing. Our PreK 4 students will gather at the wall outside their 
classrooms. Once you have picked up your child please return promptly to your car.

Parents of students in grades K - 8th are asked to remain in their vehicles (with their vehicles turned off) and the 
students will be walked down the aisle to your cars. 

When the cars begin to be dismissed please pull away from your designated grade lane. Do not cross over other 
lanes. That means as the cars in front of you begin to move each parent will slowly roll forward staying in their 
lane. When you are the front car and the car to your immediate left has pulled out you will then be directed to pull 
away next. 

Look for signs designating the grade lines and please follow the directions of all staff members as we work to 
assist a smooth and safe departure from the parking lot. 
Remember to have patience and grace with one another. 

Reference the maps sent in last weeks newsletter for additional information.
We are looking forward to seeing your children back in the building this week. 



Our School’s HSA Needs you
  **************************************************        
The ‘21-‘22 HSA board is excited about this year, 

and we can't wait to bring back our fun events! We 
all want some normalcy!

We are looking for several chairs/committee 
members. We have big goals to raise money for 

"The Cool the School" fundraiser! 
We need your help! Email hsa@ihm.org to see how 

you can help today!

Thank you for your support!
HSA Board

******************************************************

                                  Athletics News
 

Attention IHM 4th Grade 
Families

… IHM will have Volleyball 
for Rising 4th graders and we need
 players.   Their practice is Tuesdays and 
Fridays from 5:00-6:00 pm .....Sign up 
through the website. 

2021 IHM Golf Outing
Friday September 24, 2021

New Time Slot - 1PM Shotgun Start 
Drinks, Dinner and Auction to follow

Golf not your thing?? No Problem - Now you can join the fun in the evening after Golfing is over. 
Get your 19th Hole Package (ticket for drinks and dinner).

For More information and to register for this event click on the link below 
or visit the Athletic Page https://www.ihmspartans.com/

All Auction Proceeds to go to the "Cool the School" Fundraiser
Registration Now Open!

(Click on the Registration Tab Above or for more information click here)

mailto:hsa@ihm.org
https://www.ihmspartans.com/teams/default.asp?u=IHMATHLETICS&s=basketball&p=custom&pagename=IHM+Golf+Outing
https://www.ihmspartans.com/teams/default.asp?u=IHMATHLETICS&s=basketball&p=custom&pagename=IHM+Golf+Outing+2021


Special Intentions Let Us Pray…
+ For the September intention of Pope Francis – an 

environmentally sustainable lifestyle: We pray that 
all will make courageous choices for a simple and 
environmentally sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in 
our young people who are resolutely committed to 
this. We pray to the Lord: Lord, Hear Our Prayer

+ For blessings upon all those involved in the 
mission of Catholic schools. We pray to the Lord: 
Lord, Hear Our Prayer

+ For the health and safety of school families and 
school personnel. We pray to the Lord. Lord, Hear 
Our Prayer. 

Trust
I will trust in the Lord with all my heart and not 

depend on my own understanding. I will seek His will 
in all I do, and He will show me which path to take. 

(adapted from Proverbs 3:5-6)

Lord, we walk into this year completely dependent 
upon You. 

When we begin to lean on our own understanding, 
remind us that Your ways far surpass ours. 

Thank you in advance for showing us the right 
paths and leading us in the way we should go. 

We don’t know what this year has in store, but You 
do. 

We trust in Your ability to care for us. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen!

Immaculate Heart of Mary 
School

1000 Shipley Rd. 
Wilmington, DE 19803

Phone: 302-764-0977 
Fax: 302-764-0375

Check Us Out on the Web at 
http://ihm.org/IHM_School/ 

Like us on FaceBook @ Immaculate Heart of 
Mary School 

Follow us on Instagram @ ihmschoolde

Mission - IHM School Community
"Immaculate Heart of Mary School, founded by 

the Sisters of St. Joseph in 1957, serves the 
community, providing a Christ centered Catholic 

education that strives for academic excellence by 
challenging students to learn and teachers to 
innovate within a comprehensive program that 

fosters faith formation, social growth, and service 
to others."

Uniform Closet News

  ****************************************************************************************         
Since school begins tomorrow, the uniform closet can now only be accessed after school (After 

noon on ½ days and Between 3 pm - 4:30 pm on full days). 
You can park and call into the main office to be let into the gym at the gym door. Please call in to 

the main office and a staff member will meet you at the gym door to let you in to the gym. 
You can exit from the gym door once you are finished. 

Masks are required if students (other than your own) are present 
in the building. Thank you  

********************************************************************************


