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A Beautifully, Wonderful Time of Year

We have already had a busy season of Advent. During last Monday’s 
Advent service our students had the opportunity to ‘hear’ from John the 
Baptist about preparing themselves and their hearts for the coming of the 
Lord. During tomorrow’s Advent service they will hear as the Angel comes 
to Mary to tell her she has been chosen by God as the Mother of Jesus. 
Like Mary, Our students will be challenged to say ‘Yes’ to God and to right 
decisions. 

All students, at all grades, also had the opportunity to meet and speak 
with Bishop Koenig about their school year, Advent and the Christmas 
season. Our 2nd graders were also able to share their, at the time, 
upcoming First Reconciliation. See the 3rd page of our newsletter for 
pictures from Bishop Koenig’s visit. Congratulations to all our 2nd graders 
for their First Reconciliation Friday evening. 

This week we prepare to celebrate the Immaculate Conception Mass as 
well as welcome the Catholic Schools Office for a comprehensive school 
visit. We look forward to sharing all of the wonderful goings on in our 
school and classrooms. 

Like most of education, we continue to struggle finding substitutes, 
especially long term substitutes. In order to better support our 5th and 6th 
grade students, still in need of a long term substitute for Mrs. 
Chomiszewski (on maternity leave), Mr. Acker will be transitioning to the 
open 5th and 6th grade position until a suitable long term substitute can 
be found or Mrs. Chomiszewski returns (whichever comes first). We have 
posted the position in multiple locations as well as having reached out to 
many area Universities. Hopefully a December graduate or other 
substitute emerges, but in the meantime we are blessed that Mr. Acker is 
also certified in Secondary Social Studies and is willing to take on this 
new challenge for us. 

In the interim, our PreK - 3rd grade assistants will cover Phys Ed classes 
for those grades. Our 4th - 8th grade classes, heavy on Mondays and 
Thursdays, will have substitutes while some others have been reassigned 
to other staff. If anyone knows of someone that may be interested in 
substituting, short or long term please have them contact me. Thank you

Finally, I know that everyone is very anxious to know more details about 
our Christmas Program this year. I understand that and I promise we are 
working on plans for a safe yet memorable program. We will share those 
plans as soon as we are able. 

Upcoming Calendar
December

Dec 6 - Advent Prayer Service 8 am
4- 8 (PreK-3 Livestream)

Dec 7 - Catholic Schools Office Visit

Dec 8 - Immaculate Conception Mass 
10:30 am (Livestream)

Dec 13 - Advent Prayer Service 8am
K-3, & 8 (PreK & 4-7 Livestream)

Dec 17 - T.A.G. Day (Autism DE)

Dec 20 - Advent Prayer Service 8am
Gr 4-8 (PreK-3 Livestream)

Dec 21 - Christmas Program Practice

Dec 22 - Christmas Program(s) 

Dec 23 - Jan 2 - Christmas Vacation

Jan 3 - School ReOpens
Re-Registration for Current IHM Families

Jan 6 - Epiphany Mass 10am

Jan 10 - School Mass

Jan 13 - Spirit Day (3rd & 7th Gr 
Charities)

Jan 14 - ½ Day Dismissal
Staff PD 

Jan 17 - NO SCHOOL MLK Holiday



Companions on the Journey
November/December: Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-7)
Admonish the Sinner - (Stand up for what Jesus teaches)

Mary and Joseph, Zechariah and Elizabeth, John the Baptist, Simeon and Anna, 
shepherds, wise men, angels – There are quite a few people connected with the 
Christmas story. Each of these persons is on a journey of some type and all of them
 have companions who journey with them. Advent offers is the opportunity to pray 
with them along the Christmas journey. 

Zechariah was the husband of Elizabeth, the cousin of Mary. Scripture tells us they 
were both advanced in age and childless until the angel (Gabriel) informed 
Zechariah that he and Elizabeth would have a son, the herald of the Messiah. 
Disbelieving the angel, Zechariah is muted until the birth of John the Baptist when 
he names the boy John, as he had been directed by the angel. Then Zechariah 
praises God with the canticle we call the Benedictus (Luke 1:68-79). 

In this second week of Advent, let us mute ourselves when we are tempted to speak 
unkindly about another or to complain about our circumstances along our journey. May we trust the Lord that 
our silence at such times will result in greater blessings for us.

Gingerbread and Advent with our Littlest Spartans!
Last week in Pre-K3, our theme was Gingerbread. We have learned all about the story of The 
Gingerbread Man, how to make gingerbread cookies, played with gingerbread scented playdough, and 
even made our very own gingerbread people! We have also been learning about Advent and how we 
are preparing our hearts for the celebration of baby Jesus’s birth. The 3’s have been so excited to learn 
all about our faith and the Nativity story. It has been such a fun week filled with lots of learning!



Thank you Bishop Koenig!



IHM Happenings...
Chick-Fil-A lunch fundraiser - 2 dates remaining. If you have not 
yet ordered for December 8th ir 21st - send your money in an 
envelope marked with your child’s name and Chick fil A to your 
child’s homeroom teacher. Tuesday, December 7th is the last day 

to order for Wednesday, December 8th!

If your to do list feels as long as Santa’s (or maybe longer) Let Operation Santa take those 
teacher and staff gifts off your list. 

Operation Santa is returning this year - Look for more information - coming very soon

  THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
To everyone who helped to 
make our Breakfast with 

Santa event a huge 
success

THANK YOU - Make A Wish 
Foundation-Macy's Believe 

Campaign-Santa Letters

Thank you all from the bottom of our hearts! We were not 
surprised that you did it again! I believe this was our 

biggest year yet. We collected 9,167 letters for a 

donation of $18,334.00 of which IHM wrote 
1,247 letters. You guys rock! We are so grateful for all 
your hard work.



Special Intentions Let Us Pray…
+ For those who feel lonely, lost, or forgotten in this 

Advent season  We pray to the Lord: Lord, Hear 
Our Prayer

+ For the Church may grow in grace through this 
season of Advent as we prepare to greet the Lord 
Jesus when he returns, We pray to the Lord: Lord, 
Hear Our Prayer

+ For those who have separated themselves from 
the grace of God may find this season a time of 
reconciliation and peace. We pray to the Lord. 
Lord, Hear Our Prayer. 

Advent Week 2 Prayer for Peace
Jesus, Prince of Peace,

banish from our souls whatever might endanger 
peace.

Transform us into witnesses of truth, justice and love.
Enlighten the minds of rulers that they may care for 
their peoples and guarantee them the gift of peace.

Inflame our desires to break through the barriers that 
divide us,

to strengthen the bonds of mutual love, to learn to 
understand one another, to pardon those who have 

done us wrong.
Jesus, Prince of Peace,

through your power and inspiration, may all peoples 
welcome each other to their hearts as sisters and 

brothers.
And may the peace they long for ever flower and 

ever reign among them.

Amen

Immaculate Heart of Mary 
School

1000 Shipley Rd. 
Wilmington, DE 19803

Phone: 302-764-0977 
Fax: 302-764-0375

Check Us Out on the Web at 
http://ihm.org/IHM_School/ 

Like us on FaceBook @ Immaculate Heart of 
Mary School 

Follow us on Instagram @ ihmschoolde

Mission - IHM School Community
"Immaculate Heart of Mary School, founded by 

the Sisters of St. Joseph in 1957, serves the 
community, providing a Christ centered Catholic 

education that strives for academic excellence by 
challenging students to learn and teachers to 
innovate within a comprehensive program that 

fosters faith formation, social growth, and service 
to others."

Repeat Reminders from the Nurse 

It has been since September when we requested vaccination information so in case you may have missed it then… 
or it didn’t apply to you then but it does now…

If you have not already submitted your student's Covid vaccination card to Mrs. Jacobs, please either send a 
photocopy in with your child or scan/email a photo to cjacobs@ihm.org.  Thank you to parents that have 
already provided this documentation.

Also, as we are responsible for collecting, tracking  and reporting COVID information to the DE Department of 
Health please note…

 If your child(ren) test positive or are exposed over break, even if it wouldn't affect their return to school, 
to please let Mrs. Jacobs know for data collection/tracking purposes. Again you can email her at 
cjaobs@ihm.org

And lastly,

Thank you for your support during this continued difficult time.

mailto:cjaobs@ihm.org

