
Catholic Schools Week 

What a wonderful morning!! Thank you to all of the families that joined us 
for mass this morning at 9am and then came over to school to participate 
in our School Showcase. We love to see each of you in the building and 
especially enjoy seeing the students outside of the school day with their 
friends and families having such a fun time at school.We had a wonderful 
turnout. If your students turned in their stamped passports have them 
listen carefully tomorrow as we will announce the winners from all the 
passports that were turned in. 

Tomorrow is one of our favorite days - Reading Book Exchange day! 
Thank you to Everyone who sent in their gently used books. Our students 
love to be able to go to the gym and select more books to take home for 
free. Special thanks to Mrs. Grace Donahue and her volunteers for all of 
their work sorting the books. Mrs. Donahue has organized the Book 
Exchange for years and is looking for a parent or parent(s) who will take 
over next year. Please pray and consider this service to our children. It 
really is one of their favorite activities. 

The entire week will be full of activities - please check the schedule on the 
3rd page of this newsletter for more details about the week. There are a 
number of additional activities this week that will be live streamed - you 
can find those links in the calendar to the left. 

During the school year when we offer Spirit Days - typically the first 
Thursday of the Month - as a fundraiser/service to local charities we allow 
students to wear any Professional, semi professional, local or school spirit 
wear with a uniform bottom. In the schedule for this week there are a 
number of Spirit wear opportunities - this week we are asking for IHM 
Spirit wear only as this is our week to celebrate our school. If students do 
not have IHM gear they can certainly come in their Gym shirt in order to 
still participate. 

Finally - there are 2 Days remaining to submit tuition assistance 
applications through FACTS. Thanks to the generosity of so many during 
the Share in the Spirit Campaign this fall the Diocese will be able to 
continue assisting families throughout the Diocese, including IHM next 
school year. All parts of the application must be completed, including all 
documents uploaded, before the application process closes on Tuesday, 
January 31st. Please look at the detailed information on the last page of 
this newsletter for additional information and please make this a priority 
if you are in need of assistance for next year. 

Thank you for everyone who joined us today - we had a great time. 
For all of the students (and families) that assisted in the building of the 
community fort in Mrs. Chomiszewski’s room today … I am happy to 
report that it held together. Congratulations!!
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Upcoming Calendar

JANUARY CHARACTER TRAIT 
RESPONSIBILITY

January 29 - Catholic Schools Week Kick 
Off Mass @ 9am School Showcase 10-11
Mass Live stream link 
https://youtu.be/xnJCFe2GwOw 

January 30 - Literature Day/Book 
Exchange

January 31 - Faculty/Community 
Appreciation Day
Beginner Band Concert 7pm

February 1 - Spirituality Day 
Religion Bowl 1:15 
https://youtu.be/GXg9_pIl9ds

February 2 - Student Appreciation Day
Spartan Games

February 3 - Spirit Day
School Mass 10am
Mass link 
https://youtu.be/cGINDXaECWU 
Staff vs. 8th Grade Students Volleyball 
Game Live Stream Link 
https://youtu.be/UYKqBCWEBEE

February 6- Weekly Mass 10am

February 8 - 1st Holy Communion Parent 
Gathering 7pm Rm 19

February 9 - Spirit Day
Open House 6:30 pm
1st Holy Communion Mtg. 7pm

February 10 - Student Bingo 6:30-8pm 
Cafe 

February 11 - Confirmation Retreat 
Option #1

February 13 - Weekly Mass 10am

February 14 - Happy Saint Valentine’s 
Day (Students may ADD red to their 
uniform)

https://youtu.be/xnJCFe2GwOw
https://youtu.be/GXg9_pIl9ds
https://youtu.be/cGINDXaECWU
https://youtu.be/UYKqBCWEBEE


One Body In Christ
January : Preferential Option for the Poor
Luke 4:16-21 – Mission of Jesus  Luke 6: 20-23 – Sermon the Plain

Catholic Schools Week – Finding Your Why
Simon Sinek, a British author and inspiration speaker, published Find Your Why in 2017. In his book Sinek
purports that the “why” question is significantly more important than the “who” or “what” questions we may ask 
about ourselves for the “why” question gets to the core of each of us.

While Sinek’s work has been motivational in business and in other aspects of life for many people, Catholic 
school education has sought to “find the why” for generations. As we celebrate the 49th anniversary of 
Catholic Schools Week across the nation this year, we are reminded again that Catholic school education is 
all about the “why.”

Some supporters of Catholic school education seek to demonstrate the “what” of Catholic schools. They seek 
to point out that compared with public and charter schools, Catholic schools not only hold their own but 
generally exceed their counterparts. This fact was recently supported by the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) testing. The results of this biennial testing demonstrated this year that “Catholic 
schools emerged as a bright spot in the NAEP report where they outperformed public and charter schools in 
reading and mathematics. Catholic school students had steady or increased scores in two categories of the 
NAEP assessment and Catholic school students have the highest scores in the nation on all four NAEP tests 
(The Catholic Schools Foundation, 2023).” Very impressive results, and indeed worth celebrating in Catholic 
Schools Week, but they do not address the “why” of Catholic school education.

The “why” of Catholic education is made clear each day in word and action in the 
schools of the Diocese of Wilmington. There, students learn to “know, love, and 
serve God in this world so as to be happy with Him forever in heaven.” It is one of
the first answers learned in the catechism as to why God made us.

Through countless hours of service to the poor, the homeless, the disabled, the 
elderly, and the lonely, students recognize why they have been given their special
gifts and talents by God. In classes, through readings, and online, students learn
why life is such a cherished gift as they encounter the challenges to life that 
abound in abortion, physician-assisted suicide, drugs, pornography, etc. In the 
celebration of the Eucharist at weekly school liturgies, students find their center in Jesus Christ and why their 
school exists. 

Yes, as Simon Sinek notes, to “find your why” is indeed a most important task for each of us in life. It does 
ground us in the core of who we are. In Catholic schools our “why” is clearly evident each and every day. 
Committed clergy and educators, parents and grandparents, parishioners and businesses contribute their 
time, talent, and treasure to ensure that our Catholic youth are rooted in faith, nurtured in hope, and 
strengthened in love. This week, let us celebrate Catholic schools which lead students to “find your why.” 





2023-2024 Official Diocesan 
School Calendar

The Diocese of WIlmington has
 released the Official Diocesan 
Calendar for School Year 2023-2024
This calendar gives the First and 
last days of school as well as major 
holidays. 

IHM will begin working on our 
detailed monthly school calendar as
 soon as we have received the 
Diocesan monthly calendar in March. 
Thank you

Students will visit the 
17th Annual Catholic Schools Week Book 

Exchange
Tomorrow (Monday, January 30th)

Some Volunteer spots are still open!
If you are available - check out the sign up genius below.

Thank you

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0544a9a62ba1fb
6-15th1



Reminders From the School Nurse
 - Nurse Jacobs…

Head lice infestation is a common occurrence in schools, particularly preschool and elementary students; this 
is just a reminder of symptoms and treatments. The links below include the National Association of School 
Nurses Position Statement regarding the management of head lice in schools, and links with general 
information on lice as well as recommendations on recognition and treatment. Please reach out if you have any 
questions.

https://www.nasn.org/nasn-resources/professional-practice-documents/position-statements/ps-head-lice

https://www.cdc.gov/parasites/lice/head/index.html

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/from-insects-animals/Pages/signs-of-lice.
aspx

https://www.nasn.org/nasn-resources/professional-practice-documents/position-statements/ps-head-lice
https://www.cdc.gov/parasites/lice/head/index.html
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/from-insects-animals/Pages/signs-of-lice.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/from-insects-animals/Pages/signs-of-lice.aspx




Special Intentions Let Us Pray…

+ For Catholic school students, families, educators, 
board members, and pastors who make Catholic 
schools places of Faith, Excellence, and Service,  
We pray to the Lord: Lord, Hear Our Prayer

+ For the February intention of Pope Francis – For 
parishes: We pray that parishes, placing 
communion in the center, may increasingly 
become communities of faith, fraternity, and 
welcome towards those most in need,
We pray to the Lord: Lord, Hear Our Prayer

+ For Catholic Education that with the Gospels as 
inspiration and guide, we be able to continue 
sharing the master Teacher, Jesus Himself, in all 
aspects of our Catholic Schools, We pray to the 
Lord: Lord, Hear Our Prayer

Prayer for Catholic Schools Week

Heavenly Father, 
Your light shines brightly in your 

children. 
You have inspired us to do good deeds 

in your name. 
Bless our school and all who work to 

make your will known in the world. 
We ask this in the name of the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit.
Immaculate Heart of Mary … Pray for Us

Amen

Immaculate Heart of Mary 
School

1000 Shipley Rd. 
Wilmington, DE 19803

Phone: 302-764-0977 
Fax: 302-764-0375

Check Us Out on the Web at 
http://ihm.org/IHM_School/ 

Like us on FaceBook @ Immaculate Heart of 
Mary School 

Follow us on Instagram @ ihmschoolde

Mission - IHM School Community
"Immaculate Heart of Mary School, founded by 

the Sisters of St. Joseph in 1957, serves the 
community, providing a Christ centered Catholic 

education that strives for academic excellence by 
challenging students to learn and teachers to 
innovate within a comprehensive program that 

fosters faith formation, social growth, and service 
to others."

2023-2024 Tuition Assistance - Vision for the Future Education Fund

Applications for tuition assistance through the Diocese of Wilmington must be completed online through FACTS. 
online.factsmgt.com/aid

Complete the application in its entirety and upload copies of required documentation. You cannot be considered if all 
of the documentation is uploaded as part of the online application process. 

Be sure to include you Application ID on all submitted documentation. 

A non-refundable application fee of $40 is required. 

You can check on the progress of your application at anytime. Allow two weeks for your application to be processed. 

Customer Care Representatives are available to assist at 866.441.4637

The application Deadline is January 31, 2023 - There are no exceptions to this deadline.


